THE CREATION  OF xANAGELIA ‘MADAM LASH’    by John Catlan (Also known as ‘He who dares’ because who else would name a plant after his better half and get away with it)

If you are going to hybridise bromeliads or anything else for that matter, there are three important principles to follow in order of importance.

1. The Dingo and the Fence Theory. A dingo knows if it travels five miles out along a fence and back again, it will make a kill and eat that day. This theory for  beginners is the most important. If you do the miles you will succeed.

2. Ass Beats Class. If you haven't a clue what you are going to get, it's ass, helped along by doing the miles.

3. The Scientific Approach. It sounds great but in the beginning has very little influence on your hybridising. Later in your hybridising program, bits and pieces of scientific knowledge will assist your program but you have to go the miles.

During the period that ‘Madam Lash’ was created, I was trying to cross Ananas nanas onto Ananas comosus marginata. I was using a leaf off Tillandsia usneoides to carry the pollen for the cross as it was thin and able to reach into the flower. To be honest I did not have a clue what I was doing, I only hoped I did. Results nil.

If you want to create variegated Neoregelia seedlings, you start by selecting a variegated Neoregelia as a mother. When the flower head has developed sufficiently for the first flowers to open, check the flower head. You are looking at the three green pointy leaves (called sepals to the initiated) that protect the flower and you are looking for variegated stripes on these leaves. Selecting these flowers to pollinate gives you the best results. You mark their position and wait until they open. This is not a guarantee that you will get variegated seedlings but it is your best hope because you will not get variegated seedlings from the other flowers as the variegated lines are small and hard to see.

I had selected Neoregelia flowers that were now open but nothing that took my fancy to cross onto them so after I crossed each Ananas flower, I twilled each Til/andsia usneoides leaf in a Neoregelia flower then chucked it and selected a fresh leaf for crossing the next Ananas flowers. Pollen on the Tillandsia usneoides leaf from both Ananas nanas and Ananas comosus marginata would have been transferred to the neoregelia mother but from the size of xAnagelia ‘Madam Lash’, I assume it was Ananas comosus marginata that took. Maybe!

A mature xAnagelia 'Madam Lash' has a solid gold stripe down the centre of the leaf top and bottom. The leaf is shiny top and bottom. When a pup is initiated, the variegation is usually a fine yellow stripe which broadens as the pup matures. The leaf on the pup will be short and stubby 4.5 cm wide and the stripe will be 2.5 cm wide with 9 spines to every 10 cm.

At the second stage of its growth, the leaf narrows to 3 cm wide with the stripe 1.5 cm wide and carries 10 spines to every 10 cm. Under high light conditions, the gold stripe will change to red/gold.

At the third stage of its growth, the leaf again narrows to 2 cm wide with the stripe. 75 cm wide and carried 14 spines to every 10 cm. Under high light conditions the red/gold stripe will change to red.

At the fourth stage with very low levels of fertiliser, it will produce a Neoregelia-like inflorescence.

At the fourth stage with a very good level of fertiliser, it will produce something that looks like a medusa's head (serpents instead of hair!). The leaves are produced with a twist to the growth and the early ones straighten out but when the plant ceases to grow, the plant is left with a medusa's head as big as your fist, like a small cabbage sitting up in the centre of the plant. The plant stands 30 to 40 cm above the pot and is 80 to 100 cm wide. It prefers to be grown in a terrestrial potting mix.

There are two other variegated plants in the grex,  'Toy Boy' which has a thin spindly type bract with a couple of berrylike growths that barely reaches out of the cup, and  'Sweet Seduction' which has an upright growth and a Neoregelia-like flower-head. Both plants have a broad yellow stripe down the centre of the strap leaf.

All three plants have adopted a cold hardiness leaning towards neoregelias.

